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PR Portraits
® In Smalti

)/

e Orsoni Mosaici is one of the world’s foremost

i .qj producers of smalti, glass mosaic tiles. At the

| Orsoni factory, in the Cannaregio district of Venice,
Italy, mosaicists from around the world come to
learn the techniques of this ancient art form.
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Orsoni Mosaici is a glass factory in Venice that produces smalti, or
glass tiles, which are used to make mosaics; it offers courses for
mosaicists and contains a villa and a garden (left). Glass plates from
the library of colors (opposite) are broken into smalti (above).

A2 3 A e Hd ]ilo} Zalao) A7) AR Saint Mark’s Basilica is an important symbol of the B3 7|48 u97] 98] Al Houh M| x| ol Zokt) 1= Teteringen, founded her own mosaic studio in 2006. Over
Hol AAE S A 0 7 HoF= Aot L5 wvX|ol= opulence and economic power the Republic of Venice LEAYoA Bke 3-8 o] 7|&A 0 7 TSR] EJH o the last eight years, she has traveled to Venice three times
k= olghH Tt dlr TR AR A (B) nfE T 5 o] enjoyed as a city-state for many centuries. Today, visitors 7R A5 5 YQichr w3} to learn skills to complement her work. She says that
A31919] 45 BARSE 3l ¢ 31t Balo| IS H Y| Q3 AmfE T line up to get a chance to gaze at the basilica’s shimmering SHEL fe] £3327) U= AR A AFsh, 199 training at Orsoni is an all-encompassing experience.
g kel 71 25 nigsiR] St} gold-leaf mosaics, which depict scenes of the life of Jesus FHbo| A Aok wx 2 S8 9L 2 W= L St Students work within view of the glass furnace and

AhlE F A S-S A2 B Afo)| 3.9 A9 -G8 B, Christ, Saint Mark and others. o|Xofl= "B2] =A wvX|olell A= BY] FE AR A o] alongside a workshop where glass plates are broken into
=2 Ade = glRs wy)x]|o}e] FHelA AlZEl=d) X2 Many of the glass tiles, or smalti, used to maintain the glom £A18 A gsl= AE v x]o} okl o] AH = )t} small pieces using a cropper. The property includes a
A Fd gt fe] 37811 2241 BAo]X|of|A] AL %E‘r mosaics of Saint Mark's are made by Orsoni Mosaici, the o} 2T} BAlo] T AL A oA B S gle-8 BERolr), garden and a bed-and-breakfast in a traditional Venetian
w1 x| o} th&-3tell A 7171e- Tl X ol )R8 2 only glass factory in the historic city of Venice. Located in “n)jAgA 2 o] Ty AT} (o] FUHE o3 &2 villa, which is, of course, adorned with beautiful mosaics.
1888\ ekl g @ = A7 A H3lc) the Cannaregio district, not far from the Grand Canal, the Bl E wE1 Aol o " EH 2712008 @ 2 AU A “I wanted to translate the fresco painting of the Delphic

S 22 BAJo A= ATE YA 9o BT FTIE-S business was established in 1888 by Angelo Orsoni. W wl £ 38l Dok HA A A=kl ke Sibyl by Michelangelo into mosaics,” says Mulder of her
Q3 1S HAE 3=, Be 0|50 e 2LV} In addition to producing smalti, Orsoni also provides ZHE AP L 2o T AR || 214 73| Kok A 2008 visit to Orsoni. “Instructor Antonella Gallenda guided
THEol = TRk A7t E35) S ATE o] nf B E o training for mosaicists, who choose Orsoni because of its &0 7 ZAE AAE ST S YE= o]1140] 2" me through this project in such an excellent way, without
O)|F& Ft) 9 2 AU 22 HAE ol g &3 e A wide array of colors — particularly its gold smalti. Orsoni S 2 AU0A 3534 BAfe|3 2R Sl Atk taking over the making of the mosaic.”

Bxjo| A A7} 58 o 7 Sh= A& A = Alg-sitt, offers a variety of courses for experienced artists and 143 AXE A 2R oA & SHES X ©3}a Y} 3HAY Gallenda has been a mosaicist at Orsoni for 35 years
o} 218 f] Y-S t}FE = vlo| A 2 BAjo] A ZASPHS mosaicists, as well as courses for beginners. One- and Foll = S & BAlo]T 2E-S THET] 98f 2A]olel A & and an instructor for 14 years. She says her students come
A% o7 vj$= ] FAE nfHE ok two-week master classes are available, as well as one- FEALE It} PSS Anltt 2] Eldo]gl = A 28 A2 from all over the world and have even included a monk

Ygae Y1 gig > Aol AFsh= JeRAFEHEE 20061 week courses focusing on micro-mosaics or portraiture. A= x—]]&é]—ﬂb]—j’_ﬂ 3312 A= 7 HS oS-, from Russia. Most often, students learn to create portraits

78l mao] 2 S /S, At 81 Fot A}xle] A2 Natasja Mulder, who lives in the Dutch city of w2 WAz} Eof] ZE-L- TASI= WP T aleT) or recreate classic paintings in this new medium.
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LIBRARY OF COLORS Smalti has a wide variety of other
applications such as large murals or mosaics built into
floors or ceilings. Julie Richey, from Irving, Texas, has
been a mosaicist since 1992, but came to Orsoni in order
to add smalti to her repertoire. “Most of my work had been
residential or commercial building commissions up to that
point. Once | discovered smalti and the many applications
for the endless variety of colors, a whole new world of
potential artwork opened up for me,” says Richey.

Except for Orsoni, all of Venice's glass factories are
found on the island of Murano, a short motoscaforide
away. Because of the risk of fires, the doge of Venice
ordered that all glass factories be moved to Murano in
1291, putting into effect a ban on such factories in Venice
that lasted for centuries. The current Orsoni factory was
builtin 1887, and Angelo Orsoni took it overin 1888.

The training at a very basic levelinvolves learning

how to choose a project and how to shape the glass

tiles. Gallenda says that students often come looking to

AR A ok, S 2= Ak ofHar g ofsfwE e
AE AL F ol e, 7HE, WA} sh A S 4] oW WA
& v BepHos Holth=s S dopxir 17 A4 g

T UE ] Ve 2t e AR A s
B RIS ] 22 Aol de B4k A itk
WS U BSE 8. L5 o] 24 B3 e
A= wol dHlet Futel] Rlare.” & B e Auirt 4149
Lol FoJRith A2 AUE 2243 Yolg g SR mgo
st e wol siok s 8. Stk dAH e g2
A 7)ES ke 5 e TR 713U

Qte el ZAvhs Fele ghale Fas vlo] AR BAjola
Aol 53] solth 1= 4% Bl AAE ol &4l fre

22} 250] §12) 7o s F7] BEE, e 2
Bohd 5] o) g A 27how ek wAjola Aelel ALg-eek
ZATK= ARRe) &8 mAjo] Az BAE o] Holu,
o= 4] AL 7] gelol s adme] Aol o] B
g AR SR HFS A0l dl%71e] 1 A
oz wAle)R) 42 Bl Folo] FAL TR 1

423 SAEA Zlolt) § 2 galz = A i8R 285l

69

replicate famous artworks — works by Klimt and van Gogh
are common. She says one of the difficult skills to master
is cutting and shaping the glass. “Professionals will
develop the skills to not leave spaces in between pieces.
But many students have not yet learned this skill, and as a
result there is a big loss of material,” she says.

Richey agrees: “It takes a lot of practice to cut the
small pieces of smalti and stone into precise shapes. The
opportunity to learn from Maestra Antonella is invaluable
to getting the proper form and skill.”

Gallenda is especially skilled at micro-mosaics, or filati.
She melts a piece of glass using a blowtorch before pulling
long, spaghetti-sized strands of glass, which are then
broken into small pieces and used to make exceptionally
detailed mosaic works. She has also mastered the art
of depicting human hands in mosaics. Ultimately, the
finished works are the most powerful testament to both
the craftsmanship of the artists and the quality of Orsoni’s

ethereal glass. & By Philippe Doré Photographs by Carlo Morucchio
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Antonella Gallenda provides instruction to a student in the portraiture
class, which is offered alongside micro-mosaics and master classes
(opposite). Framed works of mosaics decorate the walls of the
classroom and other spaces within Orsoni Mosaici (left, below).
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